
 

 
 

 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
For  : ALL CHED REGIONAL OFFICES  
   ALL UniFAST REGIONAL COORDINATORS 
 
Through : ATTY. CINDERELLA FILIPINA S. BENITEZ-JARO 
   Executive Director IV, CHED 
 
 
  
From  : ATTY. RYAN L. ESTEVEZ 
   OIC, Office of the Executive Director IV, UniFAST Secretariat 
 
Subject           : CLARIFICATORY MEMORANDUM ON THE MAXIMUM PERIOD 

OF GRANT DEFERMENT AND PERIOD OF ELIGIBILITY TO 
AVAIL OF BENEFITS OF TDP-TES 

 
Date : January 06, 2022 
 

This clarificatory memorandum is issued to provide a common understanding 
on the following: 

 
1. Period of deferment of TDP-TES grants; and, 
2. Extent of period of eligibility to avail the benefits of TDP-TES. 
 
Section 12.5 of UniFAST Memorandum Circular No. 02, series of 2021 grants 

to the CHED Regional Offices the implied power of approving requests from continuing 
TDP-TES grantees of the deferment of their grants. This implied power was also 
conferred upon the CHED Regional Offices by previous guidelines of CHED, namely 
CHED-DBM Joint Memorandum Circular (JMC) No. 2017-02 and CHED-DBM JMC 
No. 04, s. 2019.  

 
As the TDP is now under the TES by virtue of the Special Provisions in the 

General Appropriations Acts of 2020 and 2021, general provisions on TES apply to 
TDP-TES grantees.  

 
Section XVIII.5. of CHED-UniFAST-DBM JMC No. 04, series of 2020 states 

that TES grantees who did not enroll for a certain semester should still be considered 
as continuing grantees provided that the period of non-enrollment of the student should 
only be for one (1) semester in AN ACADEMIC YEAR, there is a duly-filed official 
Leave of Absence (LOA) and the student continues to be eligible for the benefits of 
TES. 

 
As such, the maximum period of deferment that CHED Regional Offices may 

provide to TDP-TES grantees is only one (1) semester in an academic year provided 
that their request for deferment to the CHEDRO is in writing and the student continues 
to be eligible for the benefits of TDP-TES. Any request for deferment for more than a 



 

 
 

 

semester in the same academic year shall not be allowed and shall be a ground for 
termination of the grant. 

 
As to the extent of the period of eligibility to avail the benefits of TDP-TES, 

Section X.2.3. of JMC No. 04, series of 2020 provides that students who fail to 
complete their bachelor’s degree or comparable undergraduate degree within a year 
after the period prescribed in their program shall be delisted in the list of TES grantees. 
This provision shall similarly apply to TDP-TES grantees. 

 
The foregoing shall apply prospectively and serves to safeguard the program 

against grantees who will overstay in their colleges and universities, evincing their low-
valuation of this opportunity granted to them. 

 
For your guidance and information.  

 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
cc: ANA MILLARY D. SIBUG 
 Officer-In-Charge, Regional Operations, UniFAST Secretariat 
   
 MARY CATHERINE R. ATIENZA 
 Focal Person for NCR, UniFAST Secretariat 
 

NISHA ANNE F. ESAGUNDE 
 Focal Person for Luzon, UniFAST Secretariat 
 

FRANCIS L. ESTEVEZ 
 Focal Person for Visayas, UniFAST Secretariat 
 

CHEENA JIAZON J. Salas 
 Focal Person for Mindanao, UniFAST Secretariat 
 

VIOLETA B. GALO 
 Administrative and Finance Specialist, UniFAST Secretariat 
 

ANNALIZA A. GANDO 
 Supervising Education Program Specialist, PMED 
 UniFAST Secretariat  
 
 PRECILA A. CHAN 
 Supervising Education Program Specialist, APCGD 
 UniFAST Secretariat  
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